

Spruce Grove, 1920. 

CHAPTER 2 

ROOTS OF SPRUCE GROVE 


SPRUCE GROVES LOCATION IN THE EARLY IIOO'S 
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THESE ARE THE ROOTS 
“Early Spruce Grove” 
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Spruce Grove’. made for them - hence 

Southwest corneï of °the ÏÏ UrCh had been built at the 
Highway 16) thereforeVwJa^ 1 ^ Road 
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Spruce Grove, and other phases of progress as the hamlet 
expanded to serve a healthy farming community. Please 
refer to the map shown above, as this early location of 
our town is commented upon. 

To the north, directly across the highway front the 
Roman Catholic Church, a hôtel was built by Mr. Sam 
Eccles. Mr. and Mrs. Gitzel operated it and later on 
bought it. The bartender was Mr. Albert Bassler. At the 
foot of the stairs was a table on which stood a number of 
kerosene lamps. When a guest went to bed he lit a lamp 
and carried it upstairs with him. No electricity in those 
days. It was a popular stop-over place after the tiring trip 
from Edmonton. The settlers would often stay overnight 
at the hôtel before leaving the broken trail to seek the 
location of their land. North of the hôtel was a livery 
barn, built primarily for the hôtel guests to stable their 
horses, but, of course, others could also use it. Just west 
of the hôtel, was a general store built by Dan Brox in 
about 1901. His brother, Jacob (Jake) Brox ran this store 
for a few years. When Jake’s wife and two children ail 
died, he gave up the store and went to Edmonton to work 
for Revillon’s (Wholesale) and Willie Willy ran the store 
for awhile, then in 1908, Jake Brox came back and took it 
over once more. He set about renovating the building, 
putting siding over the original logs. The- post office 
occupied a corner at the back of the store during that 
time. West of the store was the warehouse where supplies 
were kept. 

Part of the seulement was on the southeast corner of 
the crossroads. Right at the corner was a grocery and 
hardware store, built by Mr. Christman, who ran it for 
awhile. Then, soon after the turn of the century, it was 
bought by Mr. John Metcalfe. Upstairs, above the store, 
Dr. Oatway had his office. He stayed only a couple of 
years or so, before moving to Stony Plain. For awhile 
after Mr. Metcalfe gave up the store, it was run by Mr. 
Ed Guenette, but Ed kept it for only a very short time, 
before he moved to the new location. Then a family by 
the name of Taylor lived upstairs in the old store. They 
were there for some time. To the east of this store was 
another livery stable and further east still, was a 
blacksmith shop. 

On the northeast corner of the crossroads were the 
farm buildings of Dan Brox. It was in 1896. He lived in a 
sod roofed shack for a few years then built a good sized 
house. 

This seulement was a hamlet and on March 14, 1907, 
since it was progressing so well, it was raised to the status 
of village. The municipal tax levy at this time was two 
mills. However, in 1916 when the population declined to 
47 and the assessment only $158,580.00 it again reverted 
back to a hamlet. 

Three miles east of the village, another seulement 
called ‘Spruce Grove Centre’ had sprung up, however, it 
did not last very long. Less than hall a mile south ot the 
crossroads of the présent Spruce Valley Road and 
Highway 16, the Edmonton, Yukon, and Pacific 
Railway, which later on became the Canadian Northern, 
came through in 1907, running toward the west trom 
Edmonton, and there, a siding and a grain elevator ha 
been built. Someone wanted to build a hôtel on the 
highway to serve both railway passengers and those 



Century Road location of Jake Brox store. IN BUCGY: Jake Brox 
and Charlie Ries. ON BENCH CENTRE: Philip Schwindt Sr. 


people travelling by road. However, in order to merit the 
building of a hôtel, régulations stated that there must be a 
certain number of résidences close by - so when the hôtel 
was built, a number of one-roomed shacks were con- 
structed about a quarter of a mile west of the corner, on 
the farm of Gideon Lazerte. Besides the hôtel there was a 
store run by Mr. Hutchison and, of course, that essential 
part of any seulement, a blacksmith shop. Spruce Grove 
Centre did not last very long and eventually ail trace of it 
disappeared as buildings were moved away or disman- 

tled. , , 

The Grand Trunk Pacific Railway grade came through 
in August 1908 and the rails were laid soon afterward. 
The railway built their station three quarters of a mile 
west of the seulement at Century Road and it was this 
action on the part of the railway that was the deciding 
factor which determined the permanent location of 
Spruce Grove. It wasn’t long before plans were made to 
re-locate the village, close to the railway station. 

The quarter section north of the station (S.W. 1/4 3- 
53-27-W4th) was owned by Mr. Jacob Brox, but the 
south part of this quarter section had been acquired by 
the Grand Trunk Pacific Development Co. Ltd. Jacob 
Brox built a general store and warehouse northeast of the 
station but after operating it for a short time, it burned 
down. It was partly on the property where the brick block 
now stands, and partly on the property where Huber s 
garage is located. The Grand Trunk had control of the 
land it had acquired and where the station was located the 
width was much wider to allow for services such as a 
siding for elevators or stockyards and maintenance crew 
sheds, etc. In 1912, the Grand Trunk Pacific Develop- 
ment Co. Ltd. surveyed the piece of land north ot the 
highway and laid it out into lots to form the foundation 
of the new and permanent location of Spruce Grove. 
These lots were numbered and streets were named as we 
find them today, i.e. King Street, Main Street and Queen 
Street The east and west roads were First, Second, and 
Third Avenues - although First Avenue was known, to ail 
at that time, as Railroad Avenue or Front Street. 
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As you look at the map you will likely wonder why the 
nlans aren’t set ‘square’ in the world. If you look closely 
vou will note that ‘Railroad Avenue’ or ‘Front Street’ 
now known as First Ave.) runs parallel to the railway 
tracks which approach at an angle. When we understand 
that the Grand Trunk Railway arranged for the surveying 
it can be understood that they would line it up with the 
railway rather than the highway. Thus the narrowing of 
First Avenue occurs at its west end. 

“Spruce Grove Moves to its 
Permanent Location” 

The task of moving to the new location was not an easy 
one. The livery stable on the southeast of the crossroads 
did not go to the new Spruce Grove. It was left there for a 
few years then in 1919, it was moved straight south across 
the railway tracks to the farm yard of Henry Kuhl. 

The Metcalfe General Store was left standing there, 
empty for some years, then used as a storage shed. In 
1922, it was known to hâve had hay packed into it for 
storage against the winter weather. When it deteriorated 
it was demolished to clear the land it stood on, for 
cultivation. 

The livery stable north of the hôtel was a large one. It 
was eut in two. One half of it was moved to the rear of 
the hôtel property at the corner of Front and Main Street 
at the new location. The other half was moved west to the 
farm yard of Dan Brox, who by this time had built on the 
Southwest corner of the présent Broxton Park. The large, 
eleven-roomed house standing there today was built 
about 1908. 

It was July 26, 1912, that the hôtel itself was moved. 
The time is pin-pointed by Louise Morris (nee Schumm), 
who lived a mile and a half south of the highway on the 
présent Pioneer Road. She had been to the St. Matthew s 
Church instruction class and was on her way home with 
her father, when, blocking the Baseline, was the hôtel, 
being moved to its new location. It was quite an imposing 
sight for a little girl. There were 16 horses, two rows of 
them, eight abreast. Mr. Schumm had to practically take 
the ditch to get around them. It was further along, on the 
way home, that her dad told her that she had gotten a 
new baby brother while she was away. Yes, Ed Schumm 
was born that day. It wasn’t hard for her to remember the 
date that the hôtel was moved. . . 

The Roman Catholic Church stayed in its original 
location and some years later a rectory was built beside it. 

Any other buildings were dismantled and ail trace o 
them disappeared and were soon torgotten. When 
Gordon Lunan bought the farm (now Broxton Park) in 
1943, he remarked that at one time there must hâve been 
buildings on the southeast corner of the quarter section, 
for as he worked the land, he found such things as nai s, 
door knobs, pièces of glass, hinges and even a set o| ta se 
teeth. But it was not until research for this book was 
started that the mystery was cleared up for him. 

THE POST OFFICE 


Edmonton on a regular basis to bring out supplies for 
himself and others who ordered theirs through him. Mail 
was one of the items he brought out for the settlers who 
lived near him. When the people went to get their orders 
and mail, it was taken for granted that Mr. McPherson’s 
house was a post office - but it wasn’t the official post 
office. He merely did this as a service to his neighbors. 
His home was the red brick house across the tracks, 
southeast of the cemetery at Pioneer Road and Highway 
16. 

The first Post Office was finally started in a log house 
which was built by Mr. McNabb, assisted by Jacob 
Miller. The house was one quarter of a mile west of the 
above mentioned cemetery. The mail was brought out 
from Edmonton by team, the driver or mail carrier was 
Mr. Weidenhammer. After the post office was taken out 
of the log house, people by the name of Klappers moved 
in. In 1920, the Marsans lived there, then the Heichens 
and finally Ed Kuhl in 1937. The log house burned down 
in 1955. The Post Office moved from the log house to the 
General Store at the corner of Century Road and 
Highway 16. 

When the town became established in its permanent 
location, the Post Office was moved to a general store 
run by Ed Guenette in the west part of the town in the 
vicinity of Queen Street and First Avenue. This fact is 
ascertained by a member of St. Matthew’s Lutheran 
Church congrégation, who recalls that a parcel they were 
waiting for, which contained the material for their 
Christmas Eve program at church was in the Post Otfice 
one November in about 1915, when the building caught 
fire and burned to the ground - so they lost their parcel. 
Mr Guenette was running the P .O. at that time. 

After that fire, the Post Office was set up in the Sam 
Eccles store at the corner of Main Street and First 
Avenue. It remained in that building for many years, but 
had different postmasters. In 1917, Mr. W. McLeod 
bought out Sam Eccles then Mr. McLeod s brother, 
‘Mac’, came out to work in the store and look after the 

post office. 





rw are the original log buildings that housed Spruce Grove ’s first 
lost office, located a quarter mile west of Pioneer Road on south 
sjde of Highway 16. the site of Ed Kuhfs présent home. 


In the early days, Mr. John McPherson used to go into 
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In 1928 the business was sold to Bill Connolly who 
became the new postmaster. It did not change hands 
again until Mr. Connolly died in 1943. The McLeods 
took over the store but Mrs. Helen Nadon became 
nostmistress. The Post Office remained one more year in 
that store, then a lean-to was built on the north side ot 
the store to house the Post Office. It had a separate 
outside entrance. There it stayed for three years. Mr. and 
Mrs. Léo Nadon bought Mrs. Gallihan s building, next 
to the garage in 1947 and moved the Post Office into it. 
Mrs. Nadon ran a general store along with the Post 
Office and the family lived in the rear of the store. As the 




The cart used to haut the ma il from the station. Fera Loblick 
pushing Margaret Miller enjoying a ride. 




The lean-to al the right of store 
1947, run by Mrs. Nadon. 
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son Harold; Léo Nadon also met the trains, but he didn’t 
use the cart, he just carried the bag to the Post Office. 
When busses started to operate along the highway, they 
brought out the bag of first class mail each afternoon, as 
well as the train service. No doubt there were others who 
met the trains. When the railway quit bringing out the 
mail in approximately 1953, a mail truck took over the 
job of carrying mail to post offices ail up the Unes. 

Rural mail delivery was started early, as soon as roads 
were built (even though not passable at ail times). One of 
the very early delivery men was Mr. Barnhart, who used a 
team. Then Mr. Emery Callihan had a turn at it and after 
him, Mr. Fred Loblick. When Fred passed away, his 
wife, Emma, with the help of Anne Kirkpatrick took it 
around for about a year, then Léo Nadon took over the 
mail delivery. 

It was about 1958 when Léo started with the rural mail 
delivery and at that time his route was 43 miles long, 
serving just over 100 people. Léo held this job and 
faithfully delivered the mail (many times having to 
contcnd with bad roads and snow drifts) until 1978 when 
he retired, on account of ill health. The rural population 
had risen sharply over these years which made itself 
visible by the increase in Leo’s work. In 1978, when he 
retired, he was covering 96 miles and serving 600 people. 
The new rural mail delivery man is Mr. Albert Deering. 
By 1978, the population had also increased drastically in 
town, so that mail delivery was started to various 
locations which had lock boxes, for less congested ser- 
vice. 
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THE BLACKSMITH SHOP 

» biacksmith was a necessary service in any area. The 
lv was the one who shoed the horses, pounded ou 
T II Phares joincd pièces of métal, repaired métal 
narts of harness’and machinery and many other jobs too 
P . , numerous to mention. The very first 

IfumUh shop was built about one quarier of a mile 
Y ^Pioneer Road on the north side of the highway. It 
was'there auhe famé time tha, Mr. McNabb had the pos, 
office in the log house just across the road. 







LEFT: Mr. Wurtz, early biacksmith with Louis V. Schoepp 
Note windshield oftwo-storey Ford. 


irove moved to its permanent locatl °*\ S ° d 
erwards, two bachelors of Hunganan dcs«m started up 
i biacksmith shop in an old log shack : ha r is 

n the area where the Grove Plaza Shoppi g 
ocated. It had such a low roof that the horses had tobe 
;hod outside. The two men lived in the back pa_ 
lut. Later on, these two men built a log a _ ow 

in the property where the McLeod war 
itands, (Lot 39, blk. 5) on First Avenue. They were 
exceptionally good blacksmiths, they tena P .. d 
which was a tricky job, and made kn.ves out ot hles, an^ 
the springs of cars, which were in great em , Qther 
they were so good. Of course, they 
blacksmithing, as well. When they close . 

building was knocked down. r>f First 

A new biacksmith shop was built at t e c ^ 

Avenue and King Street (lots 27 and - , • • 

cottage was built just north of the shop, on ‘ t bè 
in which the blacksmith’s family lived. Dan i um ber 
one who built the shop and also ^ouse, . , bought 
from his farm - Broxton Park. Then Mr. ' v . , ith i n 

this shop and Sandy Craig was the actua _| ace 

approximately 1916, Peter Brennenstuhl o g ch ed 
and enlarged it by adding on to two S1 • k { 

hands again in 1925, when Mr. Henry De™ rook^ U 

o.er. Mr. Dering carried standing 



Henry Dering at front of his biacksmith shop, corner of First Ave. 
and King Street. 


bellows to make the fire glow and sparkle. After heating 
a horseshoe or piece of iron, he would pound it with ail 
his strength, pièces of hot métal flymg ail around. A 
fiàscinadng place indeed - but youngsters weren’t en- 
couraged fo hang around for it was much too dangerous - 
îhey could be burned so easily. Mr. Dering sold hi 
nroperty and a building made of cernent blocks was 
constructed there. At first it was a grocery store run by 
Mrs Xod and at présent it is the Canadian Impérial 

welding business O d h we idmg on the gas 

WaS Æ Z tank had bwntaken to the ci.y and steam 
deatied to’conform » r^lattons so 


THE HOTEL 
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many times, mainly because the government demanded 
that certain standard renovations be made to the hôtel. 
The owner would make some improvements - but not 
enough to meet the requirements - and then, rather than 
spend more money on it, he would sell to someone else. A 
waiting period would be permitted for the new owner, 
before the government took action once more and so the 
cycle was started ail over again. The first owner was Mr. 
Harry Kemp and then Frank Keneliy. 

In 1916, the hôtel sported pool tables and a barber 
shop. Addy Brox ran the pool tables while Henry Goebel 
acted as barber - and it was an act, for Henry had no 
expérience in cutting hair, he would do a rough job of 
clipping up the back of the head and then comb the long 
hair from the top, back over the eut area. However, 
Henry got lots of practice and was soon doing much 
better, and finally became a good barber. 

In 1916, after a plébiscité, prohibition came into effect 
in Alberta. The figures on that vote were approximately 

58.000 for dry and about 37,000 for wet. From then on, 
bootlegging ran rampant and its accompanying problems 
soared to a new height. One thing for certain was, that it 
made it difficult for the hôtels in Alberta to stay in 
operation - Spruce Grove’s hôtel was no exception. It was 
1923 before the vote was again put before the public - the 
resuit this time was a strong reversai; approximately 

94.000 voted for wet against 62,000 for dry. In 1924, the 
Alberta Liquor Control Board came into being and rules 


Hôtel. Left part moved to here in 1912, then enlarged. Corner of Ist 
Avenue and Main Street. 

were set down. Hard liquor was to be sold only by 
government liquor vendors. The hôtels were to serve only 
beer, thus they became known as ‘beer parlours’. 

In 1920, Tom Taylor took over the hôtel, keeping it 
only about 18 months. Then Eddie Shore (of hockey 
famé) and a partner by the name of Shepherd, tried their 
luck at running it, but they, too, only kept it a very short 
time - less than two years. Then, when prohibition ended, 
Joe Whitelock and Cari White soon got it back on its feet 







ain The next one to buy the hôtel was Joe Miller. The 
following story is told: (names withheld) on one oc- 
casion two young ladies from Stony Plain, both below 
the legal âge of 21 years, came to the Spruce Grove Hôtel 
hoping to get in for a drink. The hôtel owner, Mr. Miller, 
welcomed them in a very friendly manner, and putting an 
arm around each girl’s shoulder, assured them that he 
had just the right place for them. The girls were delighted 
at such a welcome and went along with him, but to their 
surprise he conducted them right through the bar and 
eased them out the back door, and down quite a drop 
into the back yard. He then turned and calmly closed the 
door, leaving the girls standing speechless in the deep 

8r ^n l933, Mr. Albert Nadon bought the hôtel and rented 
it to Mr. Malloney, who ran it for two years. During that 
time, in 1934, the hôtel was renovated and made larger by 
opening up the east wall to connect it to the coffee bar. 
Thus the hôtel could accommodate as many as 100 
people. While these renovations were being made, it was 
found by Mr. Nadon that the nails used in the con- 
struction of the hôtel were square. At this time water 
pressure and sewage were installed. Albert Nadon s son, 
Léo, along with Harry Brox hauled the gravel from 
Shenfield’s gravel pits (six miles north of Spruce Grove) 
in a Model A Ford truck, digging and loading it ail by 
hand. They then mixed and poured the cernent in the 
same arduous way. In 1935, Mr. and Mrs. Albert Nadon 
moved here to manage the hôtel. They lived in a suite 
upstairs. 

In 1950, Albert Nadon sold the hôtel to Henry 
Ramsey, who, for a couple of years, had a partner by the 
name of Art Hamlin. The Albert Nadons retired to 
Edmonton. 

Nick Ratsoy bought the hôtel from Mr. Ramsey in 
1954, with partners, Andy Ewaniuk and Bill Daniluk. 
The partnership lasted three years, then Mr. Ratsoy 
bought out Ewaniuk, and Daniluk remained as a si ent 
partner until 1960, when Mr. Ratsoy bought his share. ln 
1961, a new hôtel was built. It was built on the back part 
of the property while the old hôtel, at the front remaine 
in service. As soon as the new one opened the old one was 
torn down by Adam Baron who got the lumber, etc. s 
he tore it down it was found that the nails in it were 
square. While the old hôtel had 10 sleeping rooms, t he 
new one has 14. A new bar is also larger. Nie a 
runs the hôtel with Roger his son and Everet Hall (son-in- 



New hôtel replacing one on page 42. The parking lot is *here 
one stood. 


law). Everet passed away suddenly in 1978. 

The hôtel has always housed a restaurant and at one 
time or another, a pool room, barber shop, drugstore and 
a hardware. There were two fires in the drugstore part. 
On one occasion the fire was extinguished by the bucket 
brigade with water pumped by hand from the well behind 
the hôtel near the livery stable. The other was spotted in 
time and smothered out. Some of the barbers were Henry 
Goebel, Mr. Stitt, Dan Nix, Henry Schwindt. The 
restaurant had many proprietors - some of the early ones 
being Mrs. Lucas, Mrs. Morrow, Mrs. Logan, John Nix, 
Ernie Riemer, Norman Reynolds, Mr. Mah as well as 
others. Tim and Ling Choy are at présent operating the 
café. 


THE BRICK BLOCK 

Mr. Philip Schwindt bought the lots where the brick 
block now stands. He hired a carpenter, Mr. Norman 
Schmermund, to build two stores with a warehouse 
between them. Mr. Floyd Baker and Mr. Bison ran a 
hardware in the store to the east and Mr. Burt Atkinson 
had a drug store in the one to the west. One February 
night in 1917, a fire started in the drugstore and since 
there was no fire fighting equipment, it burned ail three 
buildings There was a building behind these which 
somehow escaped the fire. Mr. Schwindt (who was a 
butcher by trade) used it as an ice house, and cookery for 
his méats. There was also a smoke house where he cured 
his bacon, hams and sausage, etc. After the fire Philip 
immedia tely made plans to rebuild, but this urne with 
material that wouldn’t burn - hence the constniction of 
the ‘Brick Block’. After the block was built, Philip 
started up the butcher business in the east side - living in a 

suite of rooms behind the shop. . 

Years later, Mr. Schwindt sold the butcher business to 
Mr. Mau McKean, who ran it for some years before 
selling to Ted Gerhardt. Mr. Tom Reid bought it from 
Ted, operated only a few years and closed down. Later 
on Ted started up the butcher business in the block 
again, but after about a year he bought the lot east ot the 
brick building and built a new butcher shop. 

In the west part of the brick block, Floyd Baker started 
up his hardware again, then sold l it to Roy Sherwin ( is 
brother-in-law). Roy sold it m 1935 to Mr. Jim Forbes, 
who had been an elevator agent. The business change 
hands again when Tom Matson took it over but it 
continued only a short time and then closed down. In us 
place a pool room and barber shop set up business. At 
Erst it was run by Dan Mix, then Mr. Fred Loblick, who 
was married to Philip Schwindt’s daughter, Emma. 
There was a suite of rooms above the pool room where 
the Loblick’s lived. 

On the second floor, except for the rooms just men- 
tioned, where the Loblicks lived, was a large open area 
which over the years served many purposes. One could 
call it the Community Centre for that is where activmes 
such as Christmas concerts, church services. rate payers 
meetings (the charge for the annual meeting in 1923 _ was 
*3 00). box socials, card parties, dances, etc. were he . 







View of Spruce Grove’s Front 
Street, 1915. LEFT TO R1GHT: 
Square building was a Chinese 
restaurant, livery stable behind it, 
shoe shop, Bert Atkinson 's 
General Store, Masse y Harris and 
John Deere implement shed, 
Floyd Baker’s Hardware store, 
warehouse. The three centre ones 
burned and were replaced by 
building shown below. Jake 
Brox’s geese on road. 
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The Brick Block. Upstairs was a 
hall. Store on left Floyd Baker 's 
Hardware. Note gas pump on road 
in front . 



to that second floor - under it was a -, ^ 

basement. When a fire destmvJ ,u t J ay down t0 the 
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snacks. It was in 19 S 4 a serving quick 

^ t^b^v B rr.r^ , ,ha ' 


restaurant and ran it for a few years. Ted and Fern, with 
tneir family lived upstairs. 

In about 1958, Mr. and Mrs. Bryant bought the block 
JJ c °nunued on with the restaurant. The block again 
U n ^ e hands, this time, Mike Kindersky bought it. 
immy Mah ran the restaurant for some time. In 1955, 
" pruc ^ Grove became a village, the first village 

mov»H WaS h u USCd ‘ n the blOCk - ,n 1968 * the library 

hpram V 110 tbe West part tbe building until the area 
the rv> C f 0 as tbe bbrary grew to meet the needs of 
th<> Ko°t C ' • ke made some renovations like enclosing 
into a C stairway - The upstairs was re-done, this time 
onlv au!h S i laU A am * ^' r Arthur’s Pizza, which was there 
camp ir. ff l tbe west part of the main floor, a jeweller 
the east sid^ ^ bbrai T * e ^’ and a rea l estate business on 



u _ Philip Schwindt ( Elizabeth ) feeding her hens al back of Brick 
Block. Bill McLeod’s house behind. The Goebel house at ac of 
outhouse. 



Shed at back of Brick Block. Emma Loblick standing in truck. 



THE McLEOD GENERAL STORE 


On the west side of the corner of Main Street and First 
Avenue, a store was built by Willie Willie in ap- 
proximately 1911. After running it awhile, he sold it to 
Sam Eccles. (The Grove TV and Appliances Co. Ltd. îs 
located there now.) It was a two story building, the 
upstairs was used as living quarters. The main wtndow of 
the store faced east onto Main Street, while the south 
wall along First Avenue was solid, no Windows at ail. At 
that time, it was thought that the main business Street in 
Spruce Grove would run north and south, but it didn t; 
the main businesses were on First Avenue. So this store 
had a blank wall on the business Street. At different times 
advertisements were painted on this wall; one was a Blue 

R 'on° A T ugusf'l, 1917, William McLeod bought the 
business and building from Sam Eccles and moved lus 
family upstairs. When Mr. McLeod had first corne to 
Spruce Grove he started a business in a small building 
where the Bottle Depot is now. It used to be a café run by 
a Chinese fellow. Bill wasn’t there long before ^ he bought 
Sam Eccles out. Ed Webber worked for Bill the first year. 

Rav McKinley worked there for seven years. 

R In 1918, Bill's brother, 'Mac', came to work m lhe 
store, mainly doing the booklc'ep.ng The K*Oflta 

in the store. Mike stayed there for a number of years. 



M r. Connoily who ran General Store corner ,st Avenue and Main 
Street , 1928-1943. 


I» 1943. Bill 

younger son, Dou * as ;. 1 J, | 948 , built a new store 
remodelled u at tirs , 0 ne-story building and rs 

altogether. Thts trm had b move d onro 

still here as ol todjy. Th eol ca[tkd 0 n as 
,he Urnd just iolbe io" built. Douglas 

Si'r„S e .ïe g-ery deparrmen, and introduced 






In Connolly's 
store , 1920's . 

LEFT TO 
R IG H T: Mike 
Losinski, Charley 
Goebel, Clarence 
Brox . 


McLeod's General 
Store, 1923. LEFT 
TO RIGHT : Bill 
Mc Léo d, Ray 
McKinley, Harry 
Kemp, Hôtel 
Owner. 



grocery carts, the same as were beinc useH in »h i 
supermarkets. In the baseront k! 8 d ,n the h 

goods department DougTan ihï ‘ 

then rented it out and i» S St P re for some ye 

0P" aKd for some cime ^hereTa^VSre *' 

pi-os ï v ^ 

basement. At first thev r Pnt »H .u P !, ^own in 

lhey bou8h ' " oofrighl and se, «p «TA'K ” 



McLeod's Store, 
Ist Avenue and 
Main Street. 
Note the hitch- 
ing rail. Audrey 
and Mike 

Losinski. 


“The McLeod Warehouse” 


On the property where McLeod’s warehouse is located 
(lot 3 9 , blk 5), there was a log blacksmith shop. Two men 
o Hungarian origin built this and carried on the business 
or some time. The log building was knocked down when 
they closed out. 

William McLeod took over this property and built a 
warehouse on it, to use for his farm machine agency. 
JJuring the dépréssion, while Mr. McLeod ran this 
agency, the prices of farm machinery hit rock bottom. 
txamples are as follows: seven foot binder cost $272.00, 
tw° bottom gang plow at $160.00, and a 20 inch double 
isc rill cost $230.00. Ail of these implements were of 
Steel construction. 


. » uancca, uuici àULiaià ai 

picture, shows were held to raise money for the cor 
ni y s récréation, one of which was the tennis courts. 
», ere ^npther lot west of this warehouse on whic 
didr^f 30 and ^ orne built a restaurant. 

™ for vef y lo «g and when Norman McNe 
1S 8 ara 8 e he used up this lot for that purpose. 


“The Lumber Yard” 


m cnn , T ucn lvir - w niiam McLeod star 

20 arn u ^ p ies 10 the lum ber camps out west. He wo 
PotatoeTvoo 0 . farmers collecting up hay, gra 
the camn’c ,f^ table j’ e 88 s * etc - and ship them by train 
take lumh Urned out to be a profitable idea. He woi 

chased^Tnnr Z*** f0r theSC g °° ds ' ln 1930 he P 
lumber vard ^ , nortb °f the hôtel and started uf 

these years umilIgX™!,^ 'P ^ location throu « h 
the new Indue» • » 979, wben tbe business was moved 
rial area south of the railway tracks. 
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early garages 


. c, as cars replaced the horse and buggy, so garages 
d service stations replaced the livery stables. The first 
311 c station in Spruce Grove, was owned by Dave Bell, 
services! . üdi about 2 0’ x 20’ located on First 

*' WaS ,L 36 and 37 Blk 5) for which he paid $20.00 a 
rM«hcr g â ag was buiU by Mr. M.ke Trd. on Main 
(°ôu3 and 4, Blk 5) jus, north of ,be presen, 
location of Grove TV and Appliances. This was a large 
building with pumps at the front, on Main Street. Some 
. d , L„ Jh aorîrnltural shows were held there while 



Spruce Grove’ s second garage. 


bought the building and business. He later eut 1 1 
and moved the west half to the site of his sma s 
station mentioned above. He had torn down t e irs 
to make room for this improvement. The pumps on 
Street were moved to Railroad Ave. (First.) D a ^ e 
Delco Power plant installed. He used it to ig 
skating rink (which was built north of his garage) 
also to pump water to flood it. He ran a sma 
counter in the garage, for the skating rink. In 
asked the permission of council, to be able to put an 
gas pump in front. He was granted permission, suDjecti 
the right of the municipality to demand remova o b 
after proper notice had been given in this regara, 
pump was not to be placed more than 18 teet ro 
property line. He also wanted a soft drink bc e ns 
permission to put ladies’ rest rooms beside bis garage 
(outdoor plumbing of course), ln approximate y 
Norman McNeil took over the garage trom a ' 
about 1955 Norman tore it down and built a new one 
of sawdust blocks. This garage dealt at first in or 
Products then later switched to Shell Oil. ln conju 
with this, Norman ran a bulk gas and oil sa es ' v 
was across the road between the highway and t ie 
tracks. In approximately 1947 Norman boug t w • 
(34 and 35, Blk. 5) to the west of his garage ‘ ron J 
Lutheran Church on which he built a new home. ' 
he enlarged the garage and started selling ^P orimg g • c 
and electrical appliances as well. ln 1975 Grove 





West part of Dave 
Bell 's garage was 
moved to site of 
présent Grove Pon- 
tiac. Norm McNeil 
ran it for years. 






LEFT TO RIGHT: Norm, Ruth McNeil holding son Allan. Mrs. 
Graden, Audrey Losinski. 



Now, when 

S, a!, on is no» 

e Brick Block, wncic as & warehouse 

cated. At first that U1 piovd Baker When Floyd 

ld unsmithingshop b^l • (who had been 

oved away in 1*4/, * ... then Mr . Ted Lentz took 

îlping Floyd) ran ' t ' ir ge Te d seemed to be in 
over and it became g ^ apprehended by 
ifficulties and was ce being presented to 

3U ncil as cans or 

îem by vanous pc p which caused a fire 

arre 'r^f hfwôSw part WS machinery on public 
azard - or he v o v before council came to 





course when council saw the pictures Ted was ordered to 
keep his stuff off public property. In 1941 while Mr. Ted 
Lenu owned the garage it was destroyed by fire. A brick 
structure was built to replace it. In 1947 the garage 
changed hands again, this time, Mr. Jack Sinclair became 
the new owner. He ran a NVillys car and truck sales and 
service there. The next owner was Mr. John Winnitoy, in 
partnership with his brother, Matt, who operated it until 
the early 1950’s when Harry Roseboom bought it. He 
kept it only about a year and on June 6, 1952, he sold it to 
Jack Hubêr and Clarence Wilson. The partnership lasted 
about a year and a half when Jack Huber took it over 
completely. It was a BA service station at first, but later 
on, changed it’s name to Gulf Oil Canada. In 1968, 
another fire swept through the premises, destroying the 
garage. When the roof misses caved in, they pushed the 
brick walls out so they had to be torn down and rebuilt. 
Mr. Jack Huber died one month after the fire. His sons, 
Harry and Eddie, were shareholders by this time and 
carried on the business. 

A by-law of the village ruled, that should more than 
50% of the value of the building hâve to be replaced, then 
the gas pumps must be removed from the Street. So the 
front part of the garage which wasn’t damaged had to be 
torn down, to make room for the pumps. The entire 
garage had to be rebuilt. The new building is 50’ x 80’ 
with two rooms upstairs over the office part which is 24’ 
x 40’. When expansion occurred after the fire, the two 
lots west of the garage were purchased. Léo Nadon 
owned lot No. 38 and a half of lot No. 39 and Mr. Steve 
Schwed (a barber) owned the other half of lot No. 39. 
Henry Mohr was barbering there at that time. 

When Dave Bell had the small garage on First Avenue 
(Railroad Avenue), Mr. Milton Stitt used to eut hair in a 



Mr. Stitt ' s 




part of the building and lived right there on the premises 
Later Mr. Stitt built a service station of his own on lot 
No. 40, blk 5, which was west of the lane running north 
and south. When Harry Brox returned home from service 
in World War II, he bought the business from Mr. Stitt 
After awhile he dragged the small building to the back of 
the lot and built a new garage in front. He also bought a 
bulk station from Ed Lienau, which was located across 
the highway and just east of Norman McNeil’s bulk 
station. Harry died suddenly in 1954 and for a year orso 
Art Goebel helped his widow, Audrey Brox. It was then 
sold and Art ran it for the new owner. Some time later 
Mr. Grenier bought the service station, but the bulk oil 
which was Impérial Oil was sold to Cal Nichols, who stili 
owns it. He runs the business in the new location on Shep 
Street across the tracks, as of 1979. 

Another early garage that sprang up, was on lot 40, blk 
6, across the lane to the east of the hôtel. It was built by 
Romeo Rivest. There were gas pumps on the Street. This 
garage bumed down and Romeo gave it up. However, it 
was rebuilt and taken over by Mathias Goebel. In 1936, 
Mr. Goebel’s prices were as follows - discounts to far- 
mers: gasoline at 20.6 cents a gallon, 1 °7o discount; Oil at 
$1.17 per gallon, 5°7o discount; Grease at 9 1/4 cents a 
gallon with 5% discount. 



Goebel s Service Station on First Ave. Later on, the quonset hut was 
moved in behind it. At présent it is the bottle depot east of the hôtel. 


The next owner of this garage was Mr. Otto Hoffman, 
who ran it for a few years. When Mr. Hoffman took ill, 
Milton Goebel (Mathias’ son) rented the business from 
him Mr. Grenier ran it next, before he took over the one 
to the west on lot No. 40, blk. 5 as mentioned before. 

om Meyer next ran it, then closed it down. Mr. Hoff- 
man and Mr . Grenier opened a car wash in the building. 
H then was bought by the hôtel owners, Mr. Ratsoy and 
Mr. Ev Hall, who tumed it into a bottle depot. 
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i OCATIONS OF THE FIRST HOUSES 
L insprucegrove 

u ,. an the railway came through in 1908, the station 
? Suhr = Tuaners of a mile west of .he Hamle. of 
c b rive where it was situated at the corner of the 
S C c°n a^ Road and Highway .6, The Grand 
? Pacific ^wi.h experienced foresight, knew a set- 

? t, wouïd Tpring up as near as possible to that 
tCm 1 So the Grand Trunk Pacific Development Co. 
îThadme Undthey owned (north of the railway tracks 
across^frorn dre station) surveyed into lo.s and stre.ts 
ihus laving the foundation for the permanent location o 
„m« Grole. The bine prin. map of this towns, < i was 
nüde in 1912. The remainder of the quarter section o 
land upon which the surveyed townsite lay namely.^ e 
sw 1/4 3-53-27-W4th, was owned and farmed by M . 
M> BÜ Two houses were built 

Harlton Building 

Roseboom, who, to make the house warmer sided it over 
with insulbrick (a new insulat.on P«* uct 
deal at that time). It did make a big diffe ence m keeping 
the house heated. The Rosebooms hvedthere J™ * out 
and then moved to the city, and rented the house o ^ 
Some of the renters over the years hâve been, • 

Mrs. Winnitoy, Mr. and Mrs. Jack Huber Mr. and Mrs. 
Jack Woodhouse, then other occupants fol lowed 



Jacob Brox house. No. 1 on the map on page 50. 


The other house mentioned above was 
Albert Kuhl to the west of the Jake Brox house. : 
built it to rent out. It was a two storey ^ 

painted a creamy color. Son \ e ° f fp^cïïones, who was 
over the years were: Mr. and Mrs. Pry t he 

an elevator agent, Reverend Schippanows , ^att 

pastor of the Peace Lutheran Church, N r - . M rSi 

McKean, a butcher here for many years. M • ^ 

Howat, who was a constable in town here. • ^ 

bought by Vie Kirkpatrick, who st.ll J™ 

Vic’s wife, Anne, was livmg, she to°k gr and 

yard, making it a show place ot io y 



Avenue. No. 2 on map on page 


rs Vrnchtok o^MaSeTrnorm of 

building now stands. Mr. f Spruce Grove for 

many years. His daugMer b oardathome. 

Spruce Grove, and thus were aoïc d 191$> Qn the 

A fourth house was acottag blacksmith shoPi at t he 

same lot and just n° r Avenue (the home of the 

corner of King Street an . ^ j um p er f r om 

blacksmith,. I. — >»*»»£ Broxton Park). It 
taV'a^oXtabîe looking cottage painted whi.e and 


as a wuuwi*- 

jrrounded by a picket fence. 
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HafijT 

SPRUCE 


GRCA/E IN ITS PRESENT LOCATION IN l<720 



I.Forn House et Me 0ro ,. 

AHouse bu.lt L M tut làhl. 
3Siah o n an _ 

MoU moved '**. 

S. Hôtel stable * U ‘ 

Mit iy 3arn r i 

; Z°"' c ° m,d “Ml- . es - 


- bu/// £ 

* H* ScAwiWdlTfc "‘" K 
« TWe Uee b l^ V '"V % 

" Mchs^Zt B,k ■ 



U El&volor bu.lt by ZU e reA . 

H ‘ Uarût l* ~ hier eut- /,«// 

”^ e wes/ /> al f moved lo s if-t 2b'. 

7ht tasl ha\{ moved }o xiht 2H- 

'!>. The crushina rml I, 

^nckhech home, 

n Th a U -»*^ CAurJ, bu\lhi9*> 
7ht Ganh of Commerce b (cl y 
Mlt .n ,, 30 rt eMn f g lki yj 

[ % F '‘i J 6o*.r i W. . 

20. R,y SKcrwln’f h,me 

» ?r e *î w, '"' a,n 

„ r*, ° f g-u. 

^ Teacheraq e . 
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Roy Sherwin *s home . No. 20. Became the home of the Miller family. 


The fifth and sixth houses were built where the Grove 
Plaza Shopping Center is at présent, near to, and facing 
the highway. They were both built by Mr. Sherwin of 
Edmonton, who was a carpenter. Mr. Sherwin’s 
daughter, Stella, was married to Floyd Baker (who had 
the hardware here). Mr. Sherwin built the first of the two 
houses for them. The other house to the east of the 
Bakers was built for Mr. Sherwin’s son Roy, who at the 
time was working for Floyd. When Floyd and Stella left 
here in 1927, their house was bought by the Searle Grain 
Company as a résidence for their agent. The second 
house was later sold to the Miller family who lived there 
until both houses were demolished to make room for the 
shopping centre. 

Another early house, across from Vie Kirkpatrick’s, a 
cottage, was built by Burt Atkinson and sold to Mr. 
William McLeod in 1922. Mr. McLeod rented it to his 
brother Mac, who worked for Bill. When Bill McLeod 
sold his general store business in 1929, Mac went back to 
Edmonton and Bill with his wite, Linda, and tamily 
moved into the house, for the next 50 years that was the 
Bill McLeod home. It was painted white with a picket 
fence. Mrs. McLeod, for years and years grew a row of 
lovely sweet peas along the west picket fence. 

On the lot just east of the home of Bill McLeod, a 
house was moved in from the farm of Ed Stetfler who 



House on right, home of Bill and Linda McLeod. Built by Bert 
Atkinson. No. 21. House on left, home of Mathias Goebel. No. 22. 


had just built a new large home. Ed lived nearly one half 
mile north of the highway on the Atim Lake road. The 
time was around 1920. Mathias Goebel lived in this house 
and raised a large family. As the family increased so did 
the house, for bits and pièces were added to enlarge the 
premises. It is now owned by Mr. Jonker, to be sold as 
commercial property. 


MRS. WILSON’S CONFECTIONERY 

In 1930, a confectionery grocery store was opened on 
lot 31, block 6, by Mrs. Mary Wilson. Actually she 
carried a little of everything. She lived in the apartment at 
the rear of the store. There she raised her four grand- 
children, who had been left alone when her daughter 
died. Mary married George Wilson soon after she settled 
here. He built a lean-to on the west side of the store which 
stuck well over onto the next property. As long as no one 
objected, it ail worked out very well. In this lean-to Mr. 
Wilson repaired shoes and mended harness. At last the 
property was needed by the owner and Mr. Wilson 
moved his shed to the lane behind his wife’s store. 

Later on, Mr. John Hoffman took over the building 
that Mrs. Wilson had occupied and he re-built it. While 
Mr. Hoffman had the grocery store, a fire occurred in the 
spring of 1966, damaging the interior. He did not open 
up after that, but it was restored and run by his daughter 
and her husband for a time. 

In 1972, Gary Laing bought the store from Mr. 
Hoffman, and completely renovated it. It is called ‘The 
Handi-Mart’ which still opérâtes there today. 

Another building was constructed to the east of Mrs. 
Wilson’s store and was used as an egg grading station. 
Later on, a drugstore was opened by Cliff Carmichael, 
but with the village having no résident doctors to support 
it, in prescriptions, it lasted only a short time. Reg 
Hodges then started up a variety store here - it lasted 
about eight years. After this, it became a ceramics shop. 
In 1977, a sporting goods store, with Gary Laing as 
owner, started business there and it continues at présent. 




Mrs. Wilson ’s Store 
on First Ave. The 
store is now the 
Handi-Mart . 



CALLIHAN’S RESTAURANT AND 
KELLY’S STORE 

On the two lots numbered 36 and 37, Blk. 6 on Fii 
Avenue, west of the brick block was a garage wned ! 
îed Lentz. On the lot west of the garage, No. 38 a sto 

by A Harvey M °rrow in 1927. According to tl 
Lord s Day Act, which was strictly enforced at that tint 
f,f »»“ "O, remain open on Sunday 

store. By 1935 the store ed 2 Unch counter in tl 
time, Mr. and Mrs Ch2nged hand * ' * 

carried on the r£tauin 1 ”“ the new 0Wne ^ an 
stocked groceries as well It was 3 !?°^’ allhough the 
living quarters behind the store. ** St0ry bu,lding w ‘t 
Another store on the half i m . r 
Callihan’s had been buUt lt i° e ° f Mr ’ and Mn 

run by Mr. and Mrs HenrvTn 688 grading statio 
Mr, Keliy way oln '^"' ,he 

building and Mrs. Kelly lj ve d !L W f S a tw ° st0f e 
Lentz’ garage caught fi re Thére^*’ " 1941, the Te ' 
equipment and a bucket hr " ^ Was no flre Oghtin 
fighting such a blaze As the fir^ ^ ° f little use 
^ Mrs. Callihan’s restaurant anK ^ the garag 
store, there was time to remove rnost of thetfngf fron 


these two buildings. Mrs. Kelly was known to be a cai 
lover and had at least 25 of them. Spectators who wii 
nessed the fire remember Mrs. Kelly running upstairs 
throwing the cats out of the Windows. But the poor thincs 
were frightened to death and immediately, upon landinc 
on their four feet, turned and dashed back into the 
building, then upstairs to their familiar stompinc 
grounds. Eventually there were enough arms volunteered 
to hold ail the cats but it was pretty exciting and hectic up 
until that time. v 

The buildings lost in the fire were rebuilt. The garage ' 
was replaced by a brick structure. The Callihans built 
another restaurant and store which later became the Post I 
Office, with Mrs. Helen Nadon as Postmistress. The 
Nadons carried on there and lived in the suite at the back 
for about 20 years. 

The buildings where Mr. and Mrs. Kelly had their 
store, was rebuilt. In the following years, it was usedasa 
barber shop, a télévision and appliance store, and again 
as a barber shop, when Henry Mohr was the barber. In 
1968, when a fire occurred at the garage, the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. Nadon and that in which Henry Mohr 
barbered was bought by J. Huber and Sons, owners of 
the garage, to enlarge their service area. Henry was 
moved into the brick block in ceremonious fashion. The 
men from the garage picked up the barber chair, lock, 
stock and barrel, complété with Henry in the seat and 
carried it high in the air, down First Avenue and into the 
brick block where they deposited Henry and chair in his 
new shop - an antic enjoyed by the onlookers who 
cheered Henry on his way. 

On the lot next to the lane, a garage was built by 
Romeo Rivest, as mentioned in the section about Early . 
Garages. 


THE CANADIAN BANK OF 
COMMERCE BUILDING 

In 1920, the Canadian Bank of Commerce decided that 
there was enough business in Spruce Grove to warrant the 
successful operation of a bank. They constructed a two 
storey building on the northwest corner of McLeod 
venue and Main Street. It was painted grey with white 
trim, an imposing structure in its day. A fireplace in the 
arge office added to its appearance. Today, that building 
ts the Elk s Hall, still serving the community. 

Business started out well, people were glad to be able to 
o their banking close to home and appreciated the 
service. However, the years of 1921 and 1922 were both , 
înancial failures as crops were extremely poor. On June 
h hi j there was a killing frost from which the 
a y damaged grain crop did not recover. It was the 
poorest crop year in Spruce Grove’s history. 

ter those two disastrous years in a row the bank 
J asn t roeeting its operating expenses and so closed it’s 
oors. From then on, banking was done in Edmonton or 
ony lain. In 1920, the year when the bank opened in 
pruce Grove, it built five such buildings west of Ed- 
onton in different hamlets along the railway. Ail except 
ny Plain were closed down. The only building 
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The Bank of Commerce Building. Now the Elk 's Hall, water tower in 
background. 

remaining to this day is this one in Spruce Grove. The 
others ail burned down as the years went by. 

The building wasn’t vacant very long, for at that time, 
the Municipal District of Spruce Grove was badly in need 
of office space and in April 1923 they rented the premises 
from the Canadian Bank of Commerce for $18.00 a 
month. 

On October 20, 1930, the Municipal District of Spruce 
Grove purchased the building from the Bank of Com- 
merce for the sum of $1,300.00, plus $48.00 for unex- 
pired insurance on the building. In 1932, electric lights 
were installed. 

By June 1933, the plank walls of the cellar under this 
office building were rotting and were in bad need of 
repairs. It was decided to replace those wooden walls with 
concrète. The cernent was to be 10 inches thick at the 
base, tapering to six inches at the top. Mr. Adam Mohr 
was hired to do the job. Cost, $135.00 including ail of the 
materials and labor. (A good comparison to prices 
today). A set of steps was built at the west side, reaching 
up to the top floor which (really an attic) was fixed up to 
be used for residential purposes. 

By 1942 the municipalities in Alberta had been re- 
constructed and the Municipal District of Spruce Grove 
No. 519 was enlarged and became part of the Municipal 
District of Stony Plain No. 520. The office in Spruce 
Grove was too small and not centrally located, so the 
office was moved to Stony Plain. 

That summer the Municipal Building in Spruce Grove 
was rented to Fred Eichenlaub (the principal of the 
Spruce Grove Rural High School) at $15.00 a month and 
he was to look after lights and heat. 

For the ensuing years the building was used as a 
teacherage. More repairs were done in 1944, on the south 
Windows, doing extensive varnishing on the partitions 
and a new furnace installed along with grates. 

In June of 1945, the building was put up tor sale, 
tenders were asked for. The highest one was trom the 


Stony Plain School Division so they purchased it for 
$1,050.00. The building continued to be used by the 
teachers here until the Elk’s Lodge took it over in 1964. 

The Elks renovated the building, taking out the par- 
titions to make a room large enough to hâve card parties, 
dances, banquets, etc. Mr. J.C. Miller lived upstairs until 
1978. 

Since then the hall has been used for a variety of events 
too numerous to mention such as, dancing classes, 
bingos, wedding banquets, grandmothers’ teas, Sunday 
School, bazaars, clinics, Cubs or Brownie meetings, club 
meetings, voting, etc. It is now sixty years old and has 
filled a great need in our community which has always 
seemed to be lacking in space, in which to hold various 
activities. 


EARLY COMMUNITY LIFE 
IN SPRUCE GROVE 

Community activities were the sole means of récréation 
in those early years, and everybody participated in them. 
When a dance was put on, young and old alike attended. 
Babysitters were unheard of. The children were taken 
along and as they fell asleep were laid on coats or 
blankets on the floor in a corner, which was partitioned 
off by desks, if the dance was held in the school house, or 
by chairs or benches if held in a hall. 

As the school Christmas concert was the winter’s big 
event, so the annual picnic, which was held in every 
district was one of the highlights of the summer. Baseball 
games were played at intervals throughout the day. Every 
kind of race immaginable was enjoyed, some were: tug- 
of-war, several of these for ail âges, catching a greasy pig, 
climbing a greasy pôle, relays, pie eating contests, nail 
driving contests, sack races, three legged races, leap frog, 
arm wrestling, walking a straight line, bail throw, log 
toss, and more. It ail ended with a dance that lasted until 
dawn. 

When Spruce Grove was re-located at its permanent 
place in 1912, sports and picnics were held on the farm of 
Dan Brox (which is now Broxton Park). Just north of his 
buildings (about where the parking lot for the swimming 
pool is now located) was a clear grassy spot, a part of his 
pasture land. This field was used as a community ground. 
Ail around the outside, encircling the field was a race 
track where he practised his trotter horse, preparing it for 
races in Stony Plain. One of the keenest contests was 
horse-shoe pitching, (by the way. Dan was a one time 
champion of Alberta at this sport). There were- con- 
cession booths - Bert Atkinson used to run one - the 
churches usually had one to raise money. 

Dan built a wooden dance floor in one corner of the 
field. The men carried out his piano and there was always 
a player to be found, on different occasions a piano 
player came out from Edmonton to play for the dances. 
Swings were made for the children by hanging ropes from 
the tree branches. Since the people had to enter the 
grounds through Dan’s barnyard gâte, it was easy to 
collect the 25 cents entry fee. The day after one of the big 
events the kids from town could be seen scrounging 
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